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Post 880 News
COMMANDER’S CORNER

2020 - 2021 OFFICERS
LEGION

Commander Jim Blidy
1st Vice Cdr. Bob Weisedel
2nd Vice Cdr. Nancy James
3rd Vice Cdr. Ken Franz
Finance Officer Bob Reed
Adjutant Bill Clark
Judge Advocate Heidi Wysocki
Sgt.-at-Arms Bob Franz
Chaplain Jerry Kopryanski
Historian
Service Officer Dick Casseri
Public Relations Jim Trembath

AUXILIARY
President Karen Ferguson
1st VP Cindy Henry
2nd VP Lori Ranney
Secretary Anne Smith
Treasurer Grace Yingling
Sgt.-at-Arms Renee Hadley-Scott
Chaplain Karen Pruchnicki
Co-Historians JoAnne Franz

Rosemary Peters

SAL
Commander Ken Szal
1st Vice Cdr. Bob Reed
2nd Vice Cdr. Mark Flowers
Finance Officer Mark Sisti
Adjutant Joe Tutuska
Sgt.-at-Arms Scot Christiansen
Chaplain Wayne Mintz
Historian Larry Clerc

GUESTS AND BOOSTERS
President Bill Forness
Secretary Mary Ann Clerc
Membership/Treasurer Jeff Winter

Karen Ferguson
3099 Milford Terrace 
Hamburg, NY 14075 
716/870-2857 
KJFERG@ROADRUNNER.COM

DOOR LOCKS TO BE CHANGED NOVEMBER 1 

If you have not yet paid your 2021 dues, please do so ASAP. 

Legion dues are $46.  Checks payable to ‘Post 880’ and mailed to 
the Post, 2912 Legion Drive, Eden, NY  14057 or left at the bar. 

Auxiliary dues are $30.  Checks payable to ‘ALA Unit 880’ and 
mailed to Cindy Henry, 7180 Gowanda State Road, Eden, NY 14057 
or left at the bar. 

Sons dues are $30.  Checks payable to ‘SAL Squadron 880’ and 
mailed to the Post, 2912 Legion Drive, Eden, NY  14057 or left at the 
bar. 

Guests & Boosters dues are $25 and can be left at the bar.

I sincerely hope everyone is safe and healthy. 
I’d like to THANK ALL POST MEMBERS for 
their donations.
And thanks also to the Eden Town Court for 
donating the chairs that are in the club room 
and banquet hall. 
The club room it is now closed Sundays and 
Mondays. Legion post meetings have been 
switched to the first Tuesday of each month starting November 3. 
2021 key cards will go into effect November 3. The key cards for 
2020 will not work, please pay your dues. 
Tentative plans for Veterans Day, November 11, include a 21 gun 
salute and taps at St. Mary's Cemetery in East Eden at 
approximately 10 AM, followed by a stop at Eden Heights, to salute 
our Veterans at the assisted living complex, and from there to Eden 
Evergreen Field of Honor for a 21 gun salute and taps.
Don't forget to change your clocks back one hour on November 1st.
God bless our Military, our Veterans and Members and Families,
Jim Blidy 
Post 880 Commander.
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NEWS FROM SALCHAPLAIN’S MESSAGE
As days grow shorter and colder,  many of us 
begin to feel a bit depressed.  Thoughts of a 
long, cold winter, coupled with the effects of 
the Pandemic and the recent civil unrest that 
has plagued our country can lead each of us to 
feel anxious.  Yet our country and its people 
remain a beacon of hope and light to people 
around the world.  As a people of faith we have 
much to be thankful for; our freedom of speech 
and religion, our right to bear arms as well as 
our right to gather as family and celebrate our 
diversity and uniqueness.  As we enter this 
Thanksgiving and Christmas season let us be a 
light to all those we meet.  Let us be thankful 
for those who serve our country and protect our 
freedom especially those who made the 
ultimate sacrifice. 

This Christmas let us be more aware of the 
reason Our Lord came down to earth. May we 
reach out to those who are hurting or in need, 
for it is in giving that we receive.  Let us all 
bring the love of Christ to all we know. 

It is my sincere wish that each one of us feels 
the joy and blessings of this holy season. 

Happy Thanksgiving and Merry Christmas to all 
Legion members, Sons, Ladies of the Auxiliary 
and staff that serve American Legion Post 880.  

God bless our troops and God bless America. 

Chaplain Jerry K.

Hello to all, 
The Sons were able to have a 
drive through gun raffle last 
month. We would like to thank 
everyone who supported us . 
From the general public to our 
fellow post members to our local 
businesses, we truly appreciate your efforts. We 
would also like to thank all of the volunteers who 
helped and made this event a seamless transition 
from our regularly run gun raffle to a completely 
different setup and execution. 
We will not be hosting our Breakfast With Santa  
because of our government’s rules about large 
numbers of citizens getting together. For this we are 
truly sorry. We all will miss seeing the children’s 
expressions of joy and excitement as they visit with 
Santa and Mrs. Claus.
Our Post 880 is open Tuesday through Saturday. 
Come on down and enjoy some pub grub or one of 
chef Jack’s great dinners. Jack’s steaks and Friday 
seafood specials and dinners are some of the best 
fare around. I hope to see you there. 
Here’s hoping everyone is staying healthy, positive 
and strong.  Even in these tough times we have much 
to be thankful for. 
May God bless you all. May God bless our past, 
present, and future military, and may God bless 
America. 

Cdr Kenneth D. Szal
Squadron 880

The drawing for the D-Day Commemorative M-1 Garand Rifle took place on Saturday, 
October 3.  Congratulations to our 3 winners: 

M-1 Garand Rifle - Joe Barnashak 

2nd Prize - $500 - Joe Peters 

3rd Prize - $250 - Anthony Morrow  

Thanks to all who bought or sold tickets.   
Special thanks to Ernie Penn for selling over 700 tickets! 
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Hello Ladies, 

I hope everyone is staying safe 
and healthy. 

Due to the Post being closed on 
Sundays and Mondays, our 
meetings have been moved to the 
second Tuesday of the month.  
Our next meeting will be on 
Tuesday, November 10. 

We will be sending care packages to Eden servicemen 
and women who will be away from their family during 
the Christmas holiday.  If you know of anyone, please 
send me their name and address.  We will send 
packages out sometime in November.  The Captain 
John J. Levulis Foundation has graciously offered to 
pay for the postage for the care packages. 

Since we have been unable to visit with the vets at 
Eden Heights, I contacted the activities director and 
made arrangements to deliver cards and cookies for 
Veterans Day that will be distributed to the veteran 
residents.   

At our October meeting it was agreed that we would 
be unable to host our annual Senior Citizens 
Christmas dinner in December due to the pandemic 
and ongoing state mandates.We also agreed not to 
have our annual Christmas dinner/card bingo either.  
We will not be able to host our annual BOCES 
children’s Christmas party this year but are working 
with the school to find an alternative. 

I contacted the school inquiring about the possibility of 
sponsoring an Eden family like we’ve done in previous 
years.  As soon as I hear back from the school I will 
send out an email and post signs at the Legion.  Due 
to COVID concerns, rather than provide wrapped gifts, 
we will collect gift cards to be given to the family. 

Since this issue of the newsletter covers November 
and December, let me be one of the first to wish you 
all a Happy Thanksgiving and a Merry Christmas.  Let 
us hope and pray this pandemic ends soon and life 
returns to normal. 

For God and Country, 

Karen Ferguson 
Unit President

AUXILIARY NEWS GUESTS & BOOSTERS

Daily Number Drawing for month of December 

Once again, the Legion is having a drawing during 
the month of December.  Tickets are $5 for a 
chance to win $50 daily and $100 on Christmas 
Day. There will be a supply at the bar at the Post or 
you can contact Karen Ferguson at 716/870-2857 
or kjferg@roadrunner.com for tickets. 

Thank you for supporting Post 880.

I hope today finds you well. We are 
going through unprecedented 
challenging times. I see no need to 
have a meeting until things improve 
some. Jeff Winter and I have been 
in contact with one another. Jeff is 
doing a great job taking care of our 
business end. If you haven't already 
paid your dues please do so. 
Please stay safe and keep all our 
Frontline personnel in your thoughts and prayers. 
May you all enjoy the Holidays the best you can. 
Sincerely
William J Forness. 

You may have noticed our dining area has 
“new” chairs.  These are actually used chairs 
that were donated to the Legion from the Town 
of Eden.  The Town received a grant for new 
chairs for the court room and donated their old 
chairs to the Legion.  

mailto:kjferg@roadrunner.com
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  Sick Call     In Sympathy    

  Joe Laud     Don Blasz 
  Ernie Penn     Robert Monckton  
  Robert Robertson    Fred Velott (death of son) 
              
    
   For illness or death notification, please call the  
   Post at 992-3304 or Dick Casseri at 549-4975  
   Auxiliary Contact is Karen Pruchnicki 380-4410 
   SAL Contact is Wayne Mintz 575-4045

Calendar
November  

 3 - Election Day - PLEASE VOTE! 

 3 - Post membership meeting 

10 - Auxiliary meeting 

18 - Post Executive Board meeting 

24 - SAL meeting 

26 - Thanksgiving Day - POST CLOSED 

December 

 1 - Post membership meeting 

16 - Post Executive Board meeting 

24 - Christmas Eve - Post Closing at 6 pm 

25 - Merry Christmas - POST CLOSED 

29 - SAL meeting 

31 - New Year’s Eve

Legion member Ed Wesolowski recently visited his family in Maryland and they surprised him with a visit to the 
Bainbridge Naval Training Center Historical Museum where he was a recruit in 1952!  Bainbridge served the US 
Navy for 34 years as a Recruit Training Command for men until 1957 and for women from 1951-1972.  The mission 
of the museum is to inform and educate the public about the US Navy in general, and the Bainbridge Naval Training 
Center in particular.  It is located at 6 S. Main Street, Port Deposit, MD.  If you’re ever in the area, Ed highly 
recommends a visit to the museum.  For more information, you can visit their website at 
www.usntcbainbridgemuseum.org.  Thank you Ed for sharing this information.

On October 27, NYS Senator Patrick Gallivan announced Captain John Levulis will be posthumously 
inducted into the NYS Senate Veterans Hall of Fame.  A short ceremony took place near the monument 
that was John’s Eagle Scout project.  Senator Gallivan and Eden Supervisor Missy Hartman both spoke at 
the ceremony.  Senator Gallivan presented a Proclamation to John’s parents, Barb and Gary Levulis.  
Commander Blidy also received a copy of the proclamation to be hung at the Post.

Barb and Gary Levulis would like to thank Senator 
Gallivan, Supervisor Hartman, Post 880’s Color Guard 
and family and friends who attended the ceremony to 
honor their son, John.

http://www.usntcbainbridgemuseum.org

