AUGUST - SEPTEMBER 2016

Post 880 News

COMMANDER’S CORNER

Hello to all members, hope you're enjoying this hot
summer, try to stay cool. As everyone knows, the
Corn Festival is upon us. Help will be needed from
everyone, please help out at all of our areas. (Beer
barn, beer tent, roast beef stand, clam stand, dunk
tank). The sign-up sheets are up, please no 4-hour
show then go. Help is needed especially Saturday
night and all day Sunday. This weekend helps
support all of our organizations throughout the year,
and your support is needed. Come enjoy yourself
along with a little work.
August 14 is Veterans Day at the Erie County Fair and we will have a
dugout again this year. The honor guard will be doing a 21 gun salute
along with TAPS by Matt Szal. Also, Jessica Hall will be singing The
Star-Spangled Banner and O Canada. If you recall Jessica sang at our
Veterans Day service a year ago.
August 20th, our honor guard will be at Chestnut Ridge to do the
opening ceremony of the KIA Memorial Road March.
I would also like to mention that our helicopter has been refurbished by
Jason Hooper. He has done an excellent job of minor repairs and
painting of the unit.

CORN FEST PARKING RULES
The rules for parking at the
Legion during the Corn Festival
are as follows:
All volunteer workers will be
given a parking pass for the day
they are scheduled to work.
Please make arrangements to
pick up your pass by
Wednesday, August 3. You can
pick them up at the Legion. Beer
barn workers see Bill Clark.
Beer tent workers see Larry
Griner or Neil Curtin. All others
see whoever is in charge of your
stand. The lot next to the white
restrooms building is for
volunteer workers only. When
that lot is full, you will park
b e h i n d t h e To w n H i g h w a y
Department salt barns and be
shuttled back and forth by golf
cart.
The only people who will be
allowed to park for free are the
volunteers who are working for
the Legion, Auxiliary, and Sons
who have passes for that day.
All others will have to pay. If you
want to park for free, all you
have to do is work a shift. There
are still some shifts left to be
filled.

The Eden Garden Study Club has selected Eden American Legion Post
880 Memorial Park as the site for a Blue Star Memorial Highway Marker.
We were one of four areas in contention for this Memorial Marker. This
marker will be placed in the near future and is approved by the NGC
Blue Star Chairman. It is a tribute to the Armed Forces that have
defended the United States of America.
God Bless,

PLEASE DO NOT GIVE THE
KIDS WHO ARE WORKING
THE PARKING LOT A HARD
TIME.
THEY DIDN’T MAKE
THE RULES - THEY ARE ONLY
D O I N G W H AT T H E Y A R E
TOLD.
Thank you for your cooperation.

Commander Jim Blidy
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CHAPLAIN’S MESSAGE

NEWS FROM SAL

Life’s In-Between
Moments
A woman in Los Angeles
found a lost and negotiable
check worth hundreds of
thousands of dollars. She
returned it to its owner, who
rewarded her for her returning the check. The
woman gratefully accepted the money, saying
she would put it aside for a “rainy day.”
While there was no mention of God in the
newspaper account, there was mention about
how there are some real good people in this
world. Indeed, the works of the Lord are great.
We may look to the beauty of the sky or the smile
of a baby to measure His greatness. But it is
important to remember that He is at his best in
life’s in-between moments – those moments
sandwiched between the glorious heights, when
we do our best to return what was thought lost. It
could be a check lying at our feet, an apology to
one we may have hurt, or a simple letter of
thanks for a kindness received and long taken for
granted.
Fr. James Stephen Behrens, OCSO
God’s Blessings to All,

Hello all,
It's Corn Fest time, and boy do
the Sons have a lot on their
plate. Big Larr tells me we are
loading up our trailer on
Tuesday, at 6 pm. Set up will
be on August 2 and 3, both
times are 6pm. Mark Flowers is
working on the Dunk Tank also. There is a ton to do,
so please stop on down and lend a hand. We need
all the help we can get. Call me for parking passes
at 498-0560, this year there are only daily passes.
We have a sign up sheet in the post, so please stop
in and see what time frame is available. I know
some can't make the Corn Fest because of prior
commitments, so please try to be part of the set up.
Our theme this year is baseball, so wear your favorite
team's jersey/hat/ or entire uniform.
Our new
addition to our menu will be Buffalo styled potatoes,
a generous portion of Grade A boiled baby potatoes,
with chef Pat Pitillo's famous hot sauce and imported
Blue Cheese crumbles. This new hot item will be
priced right, and is guaranteed to be the best new
selling food at the Fest. So stop down to the Post
and lend a hand at the clam stand, or the dunk 'em
booth, or the beer barn, or somewhere. There is
plenty to do. Until next time, I'll see you at the Post.

Chaplain Ron Smith

ANNUAL GOLF OUTING

God Bless Our Troops
God Bless America
Kenneth D. Szal
Commander, SAL Squadron 880

Friday, August 26th, Shotgun start at 10:00 am.
Eden Valley Golf Course
Registration starts at the course at 9:00 am
$90 per person (3 person scramble format).
Payment must be made no later than August 16th,
Includes Golf, Cart, Lunch, Refreshments & Dinner at the Legion.
All entrants are automatically included in our Hole-In-One contest
for a Free Automobile compliments of Towne Automotive Group.

The National Society of the
Daughters of the American
Revolution have sent
Certificates to Vietnam and
Vietnam Era Veterans
belonging to our post. You
can pick your’s up at the
post next time you stop in.

Sign up now - Sheets are up at the Post or Contact
Sons Bob Reed, Ken Szal or Frank Prell
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AUXILIARY NEWS

BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

Hello Ladies,
Each month some of our members visit with the
veterans at Eden Heights and on July 7th we were
joined by members of the American Legion Riders
who helped us with a hot dog cookout on the patio
in their courtyard. The staff and residents all had a
great time. Before they left, the Riders all posed
with their rides in front
of the building for a
group photo.

The BDC Committee will once again have a raffle
during the month of October based on the NYS
daily lottery number drawn. Tickets will be mailed
out in August to those who purchased them in the
past. If you would like tickets, please contact Karen
Ferguson
at
716/870-2857
or
KJFERG@ROADRUNNER.COM. Ticket stubs and
payment must be returned by September 25, 2016.

Our next visit at Eden
Heights will be on
Wednesday, August
17th at 1:15 pm in the
activities room.
All
are welcome to join
us. We visit for about
an hour or so.
Cheryl Matwijkow has
graciously agreed to
serve as chairman of
Super Day at the Corn
Festival on Thursday, August 4th. She is looking for
volunteers to cook and serve hamburgers and soft
drinks so if you are able to help, please be at the
Methodist Food Stand on the Legion grounds
around 9:00-9:30 am.
Plans are being finalized for our roast beef stand at
the Eden Corn Festival. I will be sending parking
passes out soon to those working our stand.
Thanks to all volunteers.
For God and Country,
Karen Ferguson, Unit 880 President
On Memorial Day, Lt. Chris
Haggard presented this
plaque and flag that was
flown over the American
Embassy in Baghdad, Iraq
to thank Post 880 for all we
do for active duty members
of the military and veterans.
He especially thanked us for
the care package he
received while in Iraq and
also spoke about how he
came to know Eden through
his former roommate, John
Levulis and how John
always spoke highly of his
hometown of Eden.

GUESTS AND BOOSTERS
Dear Legion Family,
Every member of the Guests and Boosters as
well as all other members of Post 880 were
deeply saddened when Molly Szal passed away
on July 4th. Molly was a person who was loved
by all and will be missed. Our thoughts and
prayers are with Ken and his family. The Guests
and Boosters will be making a donation in Molly’s
name to the Pancreatic Cancer Research Group.
The Corn Festival is coming at us like a freight
train, as usual I am urging our membership to be
active and volunteer before, during, and after the
festival.
If you have any questions about
volunteering, please give me a call at 992-9667
and leave a message. I will get right back to you.
Be safe!
God Bless our Post, our Veterans, and our
Military Members
Bill Robison, President
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NEW PLAQUES HONORING OUR VETERANS

Calendar
August
4 - 7 - Eden Corn Festival
14 - Veterans Day at the Erie County Fair
20 - KIA Memorial Road March Chestnut Ridge
26 - Post 880 Annual Golf Tournament

September
5 - Labor Day
Two brass plaques have been placed rocks that were discovered on Post 880’s
property by Ken Franz. The rocks and plaques are on each side of the monument
near the helicopter.
One plaque is in honor of John Levulis who did the
monument as his Eagle Scout project and the other one is in honor of all Eden
and Post 880 veterans.

6 - BDC Meeting 7 pm
12 - Auxiliary Meeting
21 - Post Board Meeting
26 - Post Membership Meeting
27 - SAL Meeting

Each year members of our
Post decorate Eden’s
cemeteries with flags for
Memorial Day.
Post 880
member Pat Puckhaber sent
pictures of 2 cemeteries he
and his son helped decorate with flags for Memorial Day
in North Carolina. One is situated near the site of an old
Confederate Civil War prison and the other is the new
cemetery near their VA Hospital.

Sick Call

In Sympathy

Chris Blasz - Elderwood Rm. 217
Terry Filbey - Mercy Hospital

Molly Szal

For illness or death notification, please call the
Post at 992-3304 or
Dick Casseri at 549-4975
Auxiliary Contact is June Sercu 649-0772
SAL Contact is Wayne Mintz 941-3966
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